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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Kathryn Griesinger received her B.A. (cello)
and M.M. (music education) degrees from the
University of Akron in Ohio, where she later
taught string pedagogy courses as adjunct fac-
ulty. She taught orchestra in Lake Local private
and public schools for 13 years, while freelancing
as an arranger and cellist for various ensembles.
Kathryn has composed sight-reading music for

regional music festivals, and her pieces have been
performed by honors and festival orchestras in
several states. She enjoys writing fun and exciting
music for students that supports developing play-
ing technique. Kathryn is currently the Orchestra
Editor for J.W. Pepper and String Editor for

Wingert-Jones Publications in Pennsylvania.

PROGRAM NOTES

Beginners will be able to play a melody at your
holiday concert by using this wonderful medley
of How Great Our Joy, Joy to the World, and
Jingle Bells. 'The key is D major and there are
no rhythms other than quarter and half notes.

Violin 1 stands alone, Violin 2 and Viola mostly
double, as do Violoncello and Double Bass.
Simple, yet effective, the arrangement has a piano
accompaniment to help solidify the rhythm.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

The piano accompaniment, while easy to play, is
critical for the ensemble’s success. Young players
are prone to rushing tempi when playing simple
rhythms. The march-like rhythms of the accom-
paniment can help the rhythm lock in. Remind

students that, when playing in an ensemble, their
sound is not the most important in the texture.
Instead, it is the melody, no matter what voice it
is in, that must be heard.
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Traditional German/G.F. Handel/J.L. Pierpont
Arranged by Kathryn Griesinger (ASCAP)

How Great Our Joy
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